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To Correspondents.
Dr. Shettle.-1. We are of opinion, under the circumstances of the case, that

C., being qualified, was the proper person to give evidence at the inquest.
At all events, it was ungracious that he should not have received a part of the
fee.-2. There cannot be a doubt on the merits of the case. C. was perfectly
justified in the course he pursued. An unqualified practitioner is not eii-
titled to the privilege of the rules of etiquette which prevail amongst those
who have given proofs of their right and ability to practise.

A Fellow of the Obstetrical Society.-The instruments devised by Dr. Barnes
for the induction and acceleration of labour may be obtained of Messrs.

Weiss, Strand, or Mr. Millilcin, St. Thomas’s-street, St. Thomas’s Hospital.

Tun M E R C U R I A L V A P O U R - B A T H.

To the Editor o/’THE LANCET.

SIR.,-A controversy on the use and effects of the mercurial vapour-bath in
the treatment of syphilis has lately been going on in the pages of THE LANCET,
in which my name has been frequently mentioned. As the originator of the
treatment of syphilis by the mercurial vapour-bath, or, in other words, by the
mixture of the vapour of certain preparations of mercury with common steam,
and as I have the testimony of twenty years’ experience in the treatment of as
many thousand cases by it, I am warranted in speaking positively as to its uses
and effects.

I am not rash enough to assert that the mercurial vaponr-bath will cure
syphilis in many of its forms; but I can say that it has apparently cured a
vast number of cases of that disease which have been positively untouchfd by
any other remedy. Independently of the question of the cure of syphilis, there
are many symptoms and varieties of the disease in which the mercurial vapour-
bath is the most powerful, and at the same time the least harmful, therapeutic
agent that can be employed. It neither salivates nor confines the patient, and
it spares his stomach from the protracted and injurious effects of internal
medicines, whether these be preparations of mercury or iodine. To all forms
of syphilitic affections of the skin it is especially suite 1, and many of the forms
of secondary phageda*na have been arrested by one single application.

It is unnecessary for me here to specify its mode of employment, or to indi-
cate those forms of disease in which it is most likely to be of service. The
remedy has been now for sixteen years in the hands of the profession, and my
published views are sufficiently well known.
In addition to the results of my own experience in the use of this remedy, I

must refer to those of others. In many parts of this countrv it has been used
with signal success, and also in India and America. Mr. Henry Lee found it
sufficiently useful to adopt a modification of it, under the name of the calomel
vapour bath, and to bring the subject before the notice of the Medico-Chir’.1r-
gical Society. In America, Professor Gross (" System of Surgery") says, " I can
testify from considerable experience to the beneficial effect of this method,
having wrought some very extraordinary cures with it, after all other methods
of treatment had failed." In India, Mr. Moore (" Diseases of India," p. 187)
says, "I may be permitted to state the result of my own experience, which is,
that for the secondary symptoms of syphilis occurring in India, of whatever
variety, there is no remedy so efficient, and less costly to the constitution, as
the mercurial vapour-bath has proved to be."

I remain, Sir, yours obediently,
Birmingham, June, 1862. LANGSTON PAuxER, F.R.C.S.

To the Editor’ of THE LANCET.
SIR,&mdash;The discussion now going on in your journal between Mr. Weeden

’Cooke and Dr. Inglis on "Mercury in Syphilis" is of the utmost importance to
the profession and society. The last interesting letter of Mr. Cooke (THE
LANCET, May 31st) appears to me to differ in doctrine from the pamphlet
which some time ago he published on this subject. He now admits that mer-
oury locally applied will cure certain forms of syphilis. It seems to me to fol-
low, from what he says, that if mercury could be locally applied in allforms of
syphilis, a cure would result; but since this mode of application is impossible
when certain internal organs are attacked by the disease, the alternative of re-
sorting to the systemic mode of administration-i. e., of saturating the entire
body with a remedy in order to remove a local disease-is rendered unavoid-
able. From this admission it further follows that, in the view of Mr. Cooke,
all varieties and forms of syphilitic diseases are local in their habitat-that is,
every organ, system, and fluid in the body is healthy, except the part affected.
Now, both these points, as defined by Mr. Cooke, are so diametrically at
variance with the rules of conduct, the principles of action, by which literally
all the medical men in this country are governed and directed in actual prac-
tice, that I am sure I shall be thanked by the whole profession if I venture,
with all the respect due to so able and experienced a surgeon as Mr. Cooke, to
solicit from him more clear and decided explanations upon the several points
in this controversy which are now so obscure.

I remain, Sir, yours, &c.,
THOMAS WILLIAMS, M.D., F.R.S.,

Swansea, June, 1862. Physician to the Swansea Infirmary.

Mr. C. H. Hyde.-13radley and Bourdas, Belgrave-road, and many other
chemists.

J. S. S.-Balfour’s or Bentley’s.
Dr. -R. W. Sedgwick and R. A.-The communications shall appear next week.

STRYCHNINE.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,-Hoping to obtain, through the medium of your valuable journal, the
opinion of the medical profession on the above subject, may I beg the insertion
of the following :-
What are the after-effects of strychnine in cases in which its administration

produces convulsions and tetanus ?
The experience of those members of the medical profession who have made

the properties of strychnine their study, would materially assist an interesting
investigation. Your obedient servant,

June, 1862. INQMRBB.

Wager has not been misinformed. In the Patent Office of the United States
are deposited a specification and model of a " tape-worm trap." The latter
is a very small hollow tube of gold, so arranged as to contain a small piece
of cheese for a bait. The patient, after a fast of four or five days, is ordered
to swallow the trap, with a string attached. It is stated by the inventor
that after a long-continued fast, the worm will ascend into the stomach, and
greedily seize the cheese, be thus caught in the trap, and can be easily pulled
up by the string. For further information upon this ridiculous idea, our
correspondent may refer to the Philadelphia Medical and Surgical Reporter 
of April 26th.

Studens.-We cannot give further information than that the combination in
question is employed by the eminent French practitioner.

MR. BAKER BROWN AND DR. STEWART.

To the Dw’itor of THE LANCET.
SIR,-In reply to an application which I made to you respecting the result

of the arbitration in the dispute between Mr. I. B. Brown and Dr. Stewart,
you were good enough to give me an answer in THE LANCET of the l0th ult.
Rumours most injurious to the reputation of both these gentlemen had been
in active circulation. I waited, with many others of my medical acquaintance,with much anxiety to learn the result of the inquiry which had been instituted.
On the issne of that inquiry depended the position which a large number of
medical practitioners were to assume in reference to the two gentlemen whose
conduct was called in question. Permit me to thank you, then, for affording
us the information which we required. I am at a loss to understand the
reasons why the arbitrators had determined to withhold i heir judgment from
the profession, for it cannot be denied that the matter in dispute had become a
public question. What does .r. Bennett mean by stating that your notice was
either "imperfect" or "unfair"? I deny that it was open to either of these
charges. But what are we to say to a judgment which in the only point in
dispute was so "equivocal," that it required a note of four lines to explain the
meaning of three lines contained in the award ? When Dr. Bennett next
assumes the office of critic as well as of arbitrator, it will be well for him to
learn to express his meaning in clear and comprehensible language. It is then
possible that he will be more " discreet" in his criticisms, and less "equivocal"
in his judgments. I am, Sir, yours obediently,
June, 1862. IMPARTIAL.

Obstetriczts.-Professor R&eacute;camier was, we think, the first to describe dis-

tiuctly "pelvic hfematocele." This he did some thirty years ago. Whether
the extravasation is always extra- or intra-peritoneal, is a disputed point.
Some think it may be either.

A Ten Years’ Subscriber.-Mr. J. G. Perry is the Medical Inspector of Prisons
for England.

W. S.-Consult a solicitor. We cannot advise in the matter.

THE SANITARY CONDITION OF LIVERPOOL.

To the Editor ofTnE LANCET.

SIR,-I have very little to say in reply to Dr. Duncan’s observations beyond
expressing the pieasure we must all teel at the improvement which appears
lately to have taken place in the salubrity of Liverpool. Dr. Duiiean admits
that a very high rate of mortality prevailed in the parish of Liverpool, contain-
ing a population of 270,000, during the six years 1819-54; and no one, I pre-
sume, for a moment would pretend to blame me for quoting the latest autho-
rity on the subject. As regards Mr. Chadwick’s Report, 1 simply mentioned it
to show that the same high death-rate had been going on there for many
years previously.

In conclusion, I would just remind Dr. Duncan that sanitary improvements
have also lately baen actively carried out in nearly all other unhealthy towns,
followed probably by a corresponding improvement in their rate of mortality,
and that, in the absence of any comparisons with them, there is nothing to
show that the death-rate of the parish of Liverpool is not still the highest in
the kingdom. Your obedient servant,

Brighton, May, 1862. WILLIAM KEBBELL, M.D.
P.S.-You will perhaps permit me to mention that in my letter to you on

this subject, which appeared in your impression of the 10th May, instead of its
being "the mean chances of life being amongst the working classes during
fifteen years," it ought to have been, the mean chances " amongst the working
classes being only fifteen years."

Inquirer.- Dr. Clay declares that he is willing to afford any reasonable expla-
nation to "Inquirer," provided he gives his name. Under these circum-

stances, we must decline to insert "Inquirer’s" letter.
Dr. R. Inglis.-Next week.
Tertium Quid must attach his name to his communication.

THE MEDICAL COUNCIL AND MEDICAL STUDENTS.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,-Suppose A. be articled to B. in the year 1858. He pays his premium,
and is to serve three years. Then he is to " walk the hospitals." In the mean-
time out come the recommendations. Is he not in a fix He must either pay
compensation for violating his indentures, or have eighteen months extra hos-
pital practice to attend. I ask you, Sir, is it justice ? Can the Medical Council
legally control the different contracts entered into before it was in existence,
and make retrospective laws ? Would it not be more honourable to make the
following resolution :-All apprenticeships entered into before August, 1861,
and attendance at lectures and hospital practice after that date be considered
the commencement of profesional study.
At the present time searcely two Colleges agree in their regulations. For

instance, the College of’ Surgeons recognises apprenticeship; the College of
Physicians, attendance at a medical school; yet they make certain exceptions.
Do the exceptions refer to those apprenticed before 1861 ? Would it be ad-
visable to petition the Council Or will your all-powerful pen be sufficient a

Yours respectfully,
June, 1862. CALOMEL.
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P. G.-We believe that it was Oppolzer who first stated that the bicarbonate Dr. C. R. Bree.-It is certainly most unusual for a physician to circulate testi-
of soda was contraindicated in pyrosis. He maintains that the agent in monials in the manner which has been practised by Dr. Alexander Wallace.
question actually produces waterbrash, by giving rise to the formation of Such a proceeding is opposed to the recognised rules of medical propriety,
certain salts from the acids of the stomach. Calcined magnesia and the and we believe has the very opposite effect to that which the circulator of
carbonate of ammonia are the proper antacids in pyrosis, such documents anticipates.

An Elector.-Mr. Wakley was member for Finsbury for eighteen years. Eboracensis.-1. There is no law of the land to prevent it.-2. Yes, if there is
no bye-law of the institution prohibiting such a proceeding.

A CASE F O R A C O U R T - M E D I C A L.

To the Edito’r of THE LANCET. NARDOO-SEED.

SIR,-A perusal of the award of the arbitrators in the case of Dr. Stewart To the Editor of THE LANCET.
and Mr. Brown induces me to ask the question&mdash;What course shouid Mr. SIR,-In your " Notices to Correspondents" of May 24th, you state, in reply
Brown have adopted (without appealing to law) if Dr. Stewart had refused to to Mr. lteed, of Bloomsbury-square, that an exploring party was found dead in
submit their dispute to arbttratinn ? Everyone who has the pleasure of know- Australia, and that suspicions are entertained that they were poisoned by
ing Dr. Stewart is well aware that he would never have resorted to so unworthy nardoo. Allow me to state that I was in Australia throughout the whole time
a subterfuge; but there are other members of the profession whose sense of that the late great. explormg expedition was in the interior, and having been
honour is less delieate. an intimate friend of tie unfortunate leader, Mr. Burke, I took a great intcrest
Let me give a case which has actually occuried within the last few months. in all the proceedings. When Messrs. Burke, Wills, and King returned to the
Dr. X. and Dr. Y. are ellows of the College of Physicians, and both of them depot at. Cooper’s Creek, and found it deserted by their comrades, they lived

are more or less known in the profession. One is a university professor; the upon nardoo-seed and a little fish supplied by the natives. After a time the
other, assistant-physician to a metropolitan hospital, and editor ot a medical supply of fish ceased, and they then subsisted on the nardoo alone, as long as
journal. their strength enabled them to collect it. This, however, gradually failed, and

Dr. Y. (the editor) published a review of a work written by Dr. X., in which poor Burke and h:s companion perished. King, being possibly of a stronger
he not only made use of extremely offensive language, but in which the views constitution, managed to survive, and is now, for aught I know, alive and well.
and the very words of Dr. X. were so dishonestly garbled and perverted as to It would therefore seem that, although the nardoo may not be capable per se
call forth strong reprobation in your own pages and in those of one of your of supporting life for an indefinite period, it certainly is not poisonous. The
contemporaries. natives consume it in large quantities. It is a small black seed, and said to t,e

Dr. X. having every reason to believe that the character of the article had the production ofa a kind of tretoil; but l have never seen the plant itself.
escaped the editor’s n tice, wrote a courteous letter to Dr. Y., in which he I am Sir, yours obediently,
pointed out some of the passages of which lie complained, and begged that his May, 1862. 

’ , 

M.R.C.S.
letter and the offensive’ article should be referred to some perfectly neutral
competent authority, who should decide whether or not Dr, X. had just grounds Guy’s HOSPITAL BIENNIAL DINNER.
of complaint against Dr. Y. ; and, if I am not mistaken, Dr. X. suggested that To the Editor of THE LANCET.Dr. P., a very eminent physician, who was once editor of the Review in ques-
tion, and who now holds an important office under Government, should be re- SIR,-Your correspondent, " D. G. M.," is in error when he asserts that the
quested to act as arbitrator. Guy’s Hospital biennial festival has not taken place this year. It was held on
Dr. Y. did not condescend to take any notice of Dr. X.’s apparently fair and February 18th at the Freemasons’ ’J avern, a previous notice of the meeting

reasonable proposal. having been freely advertised in your columns.
Dr. X., with the view of giving Dr. Y. (who is much his junior) every facility I can only regret that " D. G. M." was absent on that occasion, as the mag-

for escaping from the awkward and questionable position in which he was in- nitude of the assembly and spirit of the past and present pupils fully proved
volving himself, wrote a second letter, stating that if Dr. Y. had anv personal the truth of his remark, that such meetings have a powerful influence in keep-
objection to Dr. P. as arbitrator, Dr. X. was willing to refer their differences to ing up old friendships and early reminiscences.
any physician of eminence whom Dr. Y. might name. I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
This proposal met with no more success than the previous one. Finsbury-square, June, 1852. THOMAS BRYANT, Hon. Sec.
Dr. X. is now in the position in which Mr. Brown might have been placed if

his opponent had been regardless of his own character, or conscious of the INFLUENCE OF IN-AND-IN BREEDING.weakness of his case. IFLUENCE OF IN-AND-IN BREEDING.
Unless we are to adopt the monstrous view, that when a physician assumes To the Editor of THE LANCET.

the editorial office he is released from the ordinary duties and obligations of a r i- - - , f  - 4. n - -gentleman, it seems to me that from as I honestly believe, the above facts are a SIR,-I have been thinking for some time to communicate the following im-
correct, Dr. Y.’s conduct admits of no defence. portant facts to some medical journal, and having read in your issue or the

I shall be obliged if any of the readers of THE LANCET who have made medi- 2lth May the article on " Marriages of Consanguinity, I at once considered
cal ethics their special study will inform me what further steps Dr. X. should that I ought to send the pirtieulars, which are as follows :- 

.

take. 
special -* f About eleven years ago a party who kept beagles (in common with a few

I enciose my name, which is at the service of any Fellow of the College who others) was ansiuns to have the best !)l’eed; and as he considered the dogs
may feel that lic is personally affected by this letter, and beg to remain, belonging to him were the best from which to bleed, he came to the resolutionpersonal ’ 

Your obedient servant 
’ that whelps bred of the brother and sister would come up to the required

June 1862. VINDEX standard. He carried out his views, and the bitch had five or six young ones
’ 62. " ’ 

at the regular time. Of these there were not two perfect, some wanting the

A. Sufferer.-Cases of the kind are treated -, all the reeognised ltospitaIs in nostrils, eves, nose, ears, and in two or more cases the two fore feet were absent,A. Sufferer.-Cases of the kind are treated at all tne recognised hospitals in in others the hind feet. ’I lie whelps that were perfect were of a soft nature,
London. not lively like others that were of different blood. The party who through

J’. H., Medical Officer.-We cannot agree with the opinion expressed by our ignorance violated Nature’s laws never atternpted the like in future.
, , .,.. , t .. i,  i B. , Though perhaps thqre are numerous cases where animals in the wild statecorrespondent. If a proper bond of union existed between Poor-law medical are bred like to the above, it would be interesting if it could possibly be known

officers, the reform so urgently required would be effected. whether results liko to thos" detailed ever took place. However, the case men-
tioned by me was considered in another light, and the party at once came to

THE Pmaromx CASE. 
the conclusion that, even amongst the lower animals, due regard must be paid1EE PIERPOINT CASE. to relationship. There must, as a natural consequence, be greater regard paid

To the Editor of THE LANCET. to relationship amougst the higher animals. His conclusions were that some

- I beg to forward to you 10s., beir. ; the contribution of Mr. Harding, 
law should be made to prevent close relations, such as cousins, entering intoSIR.&mdash;I beg to forward to you 10s., being the contribution of Mr. Hardmg, marriage with each other

of Percy-strect, in aid of the fund April, so kindly taken charge of for that j may add thit I saw the whelps, and have given as good an account of
the defendant my letter ot pay his April, I stated the it was probable that their malformation as I can remember. Yours, &e.,the defendant would have to pay Ins costs, although the action had been de- London May, 1862. TmoMONT)
cided favourably to him. This I now learn will be the case; ior within these London, May, 1862.
last few days Rich has been gazetted a bankrupt, and being a person without
any means whatever, the whole of Mr. Pi-rpoiiit’s costs, amounting in the COMMUNICATIONS, LETTERS, &c., have been received from-Dr. R. Knox; Mr.
gross to the sum of &pound;188 18s., falls upon him. Lockwood; Dr. L. W. Sedgwick ; Alr. Roope’ Dr. Willoughby; Dr. Wade,Surely we cannot ailowa a persecuted member of our profession to be thus .... , , i - ,-. , -r r/.n. i. .
heavily mulcted in his efforts to det’end his reputation. At present the money Birmingham ; itlr. Nunneley, Leeds; Mr. C. Hunter; Dr. T. Hillier; Mr. P.
forwarded to you will not reach the above-named amount. If only a few gen- Squire; Mr. Edis; Dr. Shettle, Shaftesbury; ’.Bfr. Hole, Wisbeach; Dr. Bree,
tlemen will be at the trouble of asking their immediate professional ncigh- Colchester; Mr. Oldaker, Avonfield; Mr. J.Anderson; Mr. Langston Parker,
bours for a trifle, the sum would be soon made up. For mysdf 1 may statte Birmingham ; Mr. E. Jones, Aberdare; Dr. M. Tanner; Mr. W. Oxley, Hud-that I have never yet alluded to this case without eliciting much sympathy  i, . . , , - . B-. . .. .for Mr. have never and that, too, of a practical eliciting but I have un- dersfield; Dr. Knipe; Dr. Jobnson, (with enclosure;) Mr. Parsons, Leicester,
fortunately exhausted all my iriedical acquaintances, and I have not the time to (with enclosure;) Mr. Matthews; Dr. Jephson ; Dr. MacGregor ; Mr. Deck ;
solicit strangers. I am, Sir, yours obediently, Mr. Robinson, Edinburgh; Rev. R. Pritchard, Whitchurch, (with enclosure;)

Dean-street, Soho, June, 1862. Jos. ROGERS, M.D. Mr. Sweeting, Lynn, (with enclosure;) Mr. Hailing, Edinburgh; Mr. Lister,
Low Hill, (with eneiosnre;) Griffin, Weymouth; Mr. Horsell, Pewsey;

Erquirer.-A full account of the process appeared in THE LANCET of May 3rd, Dr. W. Husband, Edinburgh, (with enclosure;) Mr. Selby; Mrs. Trevelyan,
page 467. (with enclosure;) Mr. Herold; Dr. T. Williams, Swansea ; Mr. B. Hansman,

IF Lex will send his name and address, he shall receive the information he Bristol, (with enclosure;) Mr. M‘Intyre; Mr. Rieux; Mr. Tite, (with enclo-
requires by private note. sure;) Dr. Little, Lockerbie, (with enclosure ;) Mr. Hobson; Mr. Hastings;

A Student.-It will be necessary to attend the class. Mr. Kelly, lIancltester; Mr. F. Mason; Mr. C. Browne; Mr. E. Heffernan;
Mr. Summers, Banwell; Mr. Shedd, (with enclosure;) Dr. Griffin, South-

CAN A FROG EXIST IN THE STOMACH? ampton; Mr. Hyde, Longford; Mr. Braund, Martock; Mr. Austin, Bootle ;CAN A FROG EXIST IN THE STOMACH? Mr. Rowley, Barnsley, (with enclosure;) Mr. Stacy, Hastings; Mr. Seward, 
To the Editor of Tas LANCET. Ctherconlibh, (with enclosure ;) Mr. W. P. Brookes ; Ethnological Society;

SIR,-The account by a Norwich Rector of the supposed existence of a frng Royal Institution; W. S.; A Student; An Elector; Enquirer; Impartial ;
in the stomach from eating of water-cresses must not be taken for fact. The J. H.; Eboracensis ; A Scottish Graduate; Medicus; M.D., (with enclosure;)
poor parishioner is probably either a monomanmc or hypochondriacal. r. B. ; A Fellow of the Obstetrical Society; Tertium uid; Wa er Studens .Yours obedientiv I E. B.; A Fellow of the Obstetrical Society Tertium Quid; Wager Studens
Lowestoft, May, 1862. 

’’ 

M.R.C.S. ) Obstetricus; A Sufferer; &c. &e.


